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Phlladelphla Museum of Art exhiblis work of 10 local artists

BY MOLLY EIGHEL
Philedeiphia Dally Newna

slcheim@philiynswacom 215-854-5808
FOR THE just-opened exhibit "Here and Now," the Philadelphia Museum of Art will hrow iis
considerable weight behind the local art scene by displaying the wark of 10 Philadelphia artists, ages
25 o 50, who create works on paper. Six of the 10 have never been exdibited at the museum.

"There's an enormous variety of approach and sivle. | really strove for diversity,” said curator mis
Shoemaker. "1 have huge photographs of skyscrapers In Tokyo, then | have these Incredible tiny
drawings of every Rice Krisple poured out of a box.”

Shoamaker stressad how difficult It was to Imit ber search to a scant 10 arlists, Including Astrid
Bowiby, Steven and Bllly Blalse Dufala {who collaborate), Vincent Fekiman, Danlel Heyman, Isaac
Tin Wal Lin, Virgll Mart, Joshua Mosley, Serena Pamone, Hannah Price and Mia Rosenthal. She
sald she strove for diversity not only In subject matter but also In the type of artist, from the locally
famous like Martl - who mixes high art and a "70s deslgn aesthetic - to the lesserknown names Bke
Price - who photographs her sumoundings, specifically men who catcall her on the street.

Some of the exhiblted work was already a part of the museum’s collection, but Shoemaker made H
har mission to talk with other curators, gallery owners and art dealers o find what the museum didn't
already own that should be added. Each artist |s represented by several works, Instead of just a
aingle plece, with a section of the gallery dedicated to his art. "t was great fun to plck owt pleces that
complemented each othaer and represented the artists at thelr hest," Shoemaker sald.

Danlel Heyman, whose exhlblted work Integrates text and Images from the prisoners of Abu Ghralb,
ls thrilled to be a partof "Hene and Now," not just for his own sake hut because of what t means for
the museum to show support for Phlladelphla arfists.

“k glves the museum a legltimacy If they support the local community. I gives the museum a special
role to play,” he sald, much like the Metropolltan Musaum of Art In New York, which helped foster the
clty's art scene by supporting contemporary artists, rather than just glants of the genre. "K's the kind of
show you hope happens every other year because there Is 50 much talent to draw from."

"Hara grxd Now,” Phillsdelphia Museun of Art, 261 Strest arnd Ben Franklin Pardowssy, Brough Dec. 4, free with
sdmisaion {($12-4516), 215-763-8100, philamuseun.ong.
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